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Happy New Year!!!!!! Bring on 2017!! I hope everyone enjoyed time with family and friends as 

you began a new year. 

 

Over the next month, we will continue to work on our School Improvement Plan (SIP) goals as 

we continue to provide all of our students the learning environment they deserve.  We are almost 

mid way through the school year, and during the month of January, teachers will be collecting 

assessment data to reflect on student progress and to continue to inform decision making on our 

students’ instructional needs.  Please continue to communicate with your child’s teacher about 

any questions you may have about your child’s progress.  

 

The Staff of Dighton Elementary School would like to wish all of our students and their families 

a Happy New Year.  May 2017 bring you health, happiness, and prosperity. As you reflect, 

please be grateful for the accomplishments you have in your children. DES is full of genuinely 

wonderful children, which can only be a reflection of the job you do every day as parents and 

guardians. The partnership we have with you is appreciated and so important to our students’ 

success. We can all be proud of what we do together!! We look forward to continuing to work 

with you during your child’s education here at DES. Have a great year!!!!!!!  
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DES GIVES BACK 

During the month of December, our DES community supported many local charities. Some of 

these included: The Dighton Food Bank, Dighton Animal Shelter, Salvation Army, and Bases 

Covered.  Thank you for your generosity!!  

 Eagle Activists 

 

 

During the month of December students filled socks with toiletries for “Socks for Hope” for the 

homeless and was delivered to the Salvation Army in Fall River.  They also ran a Toy Drive to 

help Citizens for Citizens for distribution to needy families.  

 

DES 10 Days of Cheer Food Drive 

DES collected 4005 can/food items that will be donated to the Dighton Food Pantry!!!!! Our 

fourth grade students took turns collecting and counting cans each morning. Dighton Rehoboth 

High School students came over and brought the items over to the food bank.  

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



   

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



DATES TO REMEMBER                     
 

January 16th- Dr. Martin Luther King- No School  

February 20th-24th- Winter Break- No School 

April 2nd-March 26th- MCAS ELA and Math Computer Based Testing (CBT) Grades 3 & 4 

April 14th-21st- Spring Vacation 

May 29th- Memorial Day- No School 

June 8th- End of Year Chorus Concert 

 

 

 

Research Evidence for Independent Reading and Reading Achievement  

The research says that PRACTICE will help improve your child’s reading achievement. Having 

children read different sources will help them apply the strategies they are leaning. Please 

continue to read with your child or make sure they are reading every night. Engage their interest 

and help them realize all the things they can learn from reading. Teachers are working on 

important reading strategies and RTI blocks reinforce and focus on their weaknesses; however 

time spent on reading needs to continue during after school hours.   

 

20 MINUTES A DAY: 

THE POSITIVE EFFECTS OF READING ALOUD TO 

CHILDREN 
 

As parents of young children, we should all strive to achieve the positive effects of 

reading aloud to children by reading to our children for at least 20 minutes a day. 

Twenty minutes equates to approximately 2 – 4 stories, depending on the reading level of 

the child. The good news is this 20 minutes of reading time can be cumulative, which means 
it can be broken up through out the day – 10 minutes here, 10 minutes there.  

Ideally, the 20 minutes of reading time should be one-on-one reading per child. 

Obviously, the more children in the family, the harder this becomes, but we should strive for 



20 minutes of one-on-one reading time for several reasons . . .  

First, in your effort to obtain the positive effects of reading aloud to children, the 

age difference of your children can make it difficult to read to them 

together in an enjoyable setting for ALL parties involved . . . including yourself. I 

have a 4-year-old and a 2-year-old and even though they are brothers who live 

in the same household, they have different interests. Even when there is a 

common interest, the 2-year-old's books aren't very engaging to the 4-year-old because 

they are too simplistic, and the 4-year-old's books are too involved for the 2-year-old. I 

continually have to stop the 2-year-old from turning the pages too soon because he is at a 
different stage in his reading aloud development.  

Certainly, "family reading" is also important for its positive effects of reading aloud 

to children too, contributing to such things as learning to take turns, sharing, and forging 

a strong bond between siblings, but family reading need not be long and should be in 

addition to one-on-one reading with each child.  

Second, one-on-one reading provides the perfect environment to bond, connect, 

and communicate with each child in the family, certainly all positive effects of reading 

aloud to children. I learn more about what my son does in preschool after we have finished 

our one-on-one bed time reading than during any other time during the day.  

I pick Eric up from preschool and ask what he did that day and all I get is, "I don't know." 

But after we have our one-on-one reading and Eric is relaxed, quiet, and secure in our 
bond, he opens up about his day and what he did during preschool.  

Finally, one-on-one reading is also the perfect informal teaching 

environment, one of the foremost positive effects of reading aloud to 

children. Hopefully, our children get daily story time at school, but a 

classroom situation isn't always the best environment for children to get their 
questions answered that are burning in their minds.  

All young children love to ask questions when they are read to because they all have curious 

little minds. Reading one-on-one provides children with the best opportunity to ask 

all the questions they want about the pictures, the story, or whatever may be burning in 

their minds. One-on-one reading really is a special time with just mom, or dad, or whoever 

may be reading, and we can, and should, take advantage of all these "informal" 
opportunities to teach our children with each question they ask.  

Never underestimate the positive effects of reading aloud to children for just 20 

minutes a day!  

This section of Newsletter comes from © Copyright 2003-2014, Little Ones Reading Resource 

All Rights Reserved. 

Communication                          

 
Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or myself whenever you have questions. Your 

child’s teacher, however, should be your first contact to address any specific questions or 

concerns you may have as they may have the information you need. You can contact any of the 

staff here at Dighton Elementary School (DES) by using their first initial and their last name 

followed by @drregional.org. For example, my email is pmanchester@dregional.org 

 

http://www.littleonesreadingresource.com/childrens-stories.html
http://littleonesreadingresource.com/benefits-of-reading-aloud-to-children.html
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mailto:pmanchester@dregional.org


Here are the direct extensions to some of our support staff. Once you dial 508-669-4245 dial the 

extension: 

 

Nancy Peixoto 1107 

Allison Alberto (School Nurse) 1103 

Laurie Silvia (School Adjustment Counselor) 1236 

Lou Kulpa (School Psychologist/Sped Coordinator) 1207 

 
Lunch  
 
Please keep lunch accounts updated. Please contact the office if you need assistance setting up 

your account. If you have not already done so, please ask the office for a form to apply for free 

or reduce lunch.  

Health and Wellness                                                        
 

Please dress your child appropriately for the weather. The children go outside down to 20 

degrees, unless the wind chill makes the temperature go below 20 degrees. 

 

 



Have a happy and healthy New Year! 

http://jackienewgent.com/services/media-project-consultation_8-habits-of-healthy-kids/ 

 

 

Third grade parents: 
 

Just a reminder that your third grader needs to have an updated physical exam turned in to health 

office BEFORE or ON the first day of school 2017-2018 school year. Please call the health 

office if you have any questions, 508-669-4245 x 1103. 

 

DISMISSALS:    

 
Thank you for supporting our dismissal procedure. A friendly reminder to send in a note if you 

are picking up your child and do not want them to take the bus. Phone calls for requests for 

dismissal changes should only be used for emergencies. Requests will not be taken after 2:00 

p.m. Classroom instruction will not be interrupted to let your child know in advance that he/she 

will be picked up.  

 

If you are sending in a note for dismissal, please make sure your child’s full name and 

classroom are indicated.  

Attendance 

Please plan vacations during scheduled school vacations. We do not want students to miss 

valuable instruction. Attendance is important to the success of our students.  

Grade Level Happenings at Dighton Elementary    

 

TLC (Therapeutic Learning Classroom) 
 

December was a busy month for the student’s in TLC.  They participated in many fun 

learning/social activities with their peers and enjoyed the wonderful sing along on the 

Friday before vacation.  During the month of January the students will be listening to winter 

themed books (The Mitten, Snowman at Night, etc) and completing fun comprehension and art 

activities that go along with each book.  If we are lucky Mother Nature might give us 

a little snow that will add to our theme!     



 
 

Kindergarten  

 
Happy New Year to all the Kindergarten families!  January is a month when students in 

Kindergarten often start showing growth in their social and academic skills.  During January 

each class will be focusing on word building skills, introducing new sight words, and 

strengthening writing skills during our Reading and Writing blocks. In Math, students will begin 

the month learning about subtraction and then learn more about addition and subtraction towards 

the end of the month.   

The 100th day of school will be here soon.  The Kindergarten celebrates this day with a day 

filled with activities revolving around the number 100!  To prepare for this day please send in 2 

plain white T-shirts with your child’s name on the inside tag.  Packaged t-shirts can run small so 

please send in the next size up for your child.  We will be making a special T-shirt to wear for 

the 100th day and use the other shirt for another project later in the school year.  If this is a 

hardship for your family, then please speak with your child’s teacher.  We would like everyone 

to be able to participate.  Also, as a reminder the weather is colder now, please make sure your 

child is dressed appropriately for the colder weather.  Hats, mittens, and warm coats are needed 

daily for outdoor recess.   

 

Enjoy some pictures below highlighting some of the exciting activities Kindergarten participated 

in this past December. 

 



 
 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Grade 1                                                                                         

 

December was a whirlwind!  It was a pleasure to meet with so many of you at our recent 

parent/teacher conferences to celebrate your child's growth so far in first grade, and plan our 

focus moving forward.  Throughout December we  addressed many of our English Language 

Arts goals through an author study of Massachusetts’s own author Jan Brett.  We read several of 

her books and worked on such story elements as beginning, middle and end, retelling, 

summarizing, character, setting, events or problem, and solution.  For Social Studies we explored 

holiday traditions, both here in the USA as well as in other cultures.  This learning was supported 

by reading and finding evidence in nonfiction text, writing, and in some cases group 

presentations complete with crafts!  We did a few science projects this month as well involving 

gum drops and candy canes!  And of course we culminated December with a classroom 

celebration. 

Topics which will take place in some first grade classrooms in January will be a science and 

social studies unit on penguins and life in Antarctica and an English Language Arts unit on fairy 

tales.   Math will focus on addition and subtraction fluency.  Children should become fluent 

(automatic) in adding any number up to 10 (and later, just as fluent at subtraction).  As always, 

there will be math application and problem solving.  We will continue reading and writing daily 

with increased emphasis on use of mechanics (upper case letters, end marks) and topic 

development. 



 On behalf of all of us on our first grade team have a wonderful winter break and here’s to a 

happy healthy New Year! 

 
 

Grade 2                                                                                
 

Grade 2 students have been busy this month traveling around the world visiting many countries, 

completing a unit study on “Holidays Around the World.” We needed to learn map skills in order 

to travel to our destinations.  Ask your child to name the seven continents and five oceans or 

even locate them on a map or globe.  We also compared and contrasted how different countries 

celebrate the holidays at this time of year.  We also shared some of our own family traditions and 

ways of celebrating the holiday season. Students were also exposed to a variety of books and 

literature as well, continuing on with taking two-column notes. Look for their suitcases filled 

with souvenirs that they have made as we traveled. They are so proud of their accomplishments!  

 

In math we have just completed our unit on adding three digit numbers with 

regrouping.  Students were able to choose the various strategies they were taught such as the 

open number line, partial sums, and the traditional method they learned when adding three digit 

numbers with regrouping.  

 

In January we look forward to starting our science unit on the three states of matter (liquids, 

solids, and gases).  We will read Snowflake Bentley and complete some really “cool” 

experiments on how ice crystals are formed. In math we will begin Unit 5 learning how to 

subtract three digit numbers and apply different strategies to solve.  We will also continue to 

work on basic math skills such as time and money. At home please keep practicing addition and 

subtraction math facts.  It will help to make adding and subtracting larger numbers go so much 

smoother.  Also, a friendly reminder to dress appropriately for the weather.  We try to get the 



children outside for recess as much as possible during the cold months ahead. Have a safe and 

peaceful holiday season!  

 

   

   



  
 

 
 



 
 

Grade 3          

Welcome back and Happy New Year!  Thank you to all the generous families who donated supplies 

for our many activities during the month of December!  We collected a plethora of canned goods 

and had lots of fun with Secret Santa!  In addition, Student Led Conferences were well-received 

and it was amazing to see our students shine as they presented their own learning goals!   

During the month of January students will read various genres of literature and non-fiction.  Our 

focus will be on close reading, and digging deeper into text to answer questions using details 

from the text.  This type of open response writing includes a topic sentence (tag-n-drag the 

question), details and explanations from the text, a conclusion sentence and proper conventions 

and grammar.  Student will use a graphic organizer such as two column notes to brainstorm their 

ideas and organize their thoughts.   

In math, students will continue their exploration of geometrical shapes and their attributes.  

Students will learn about  polygons, including quadrilaterals and triangles, angles,  parallel lines 

and intersecting lines.  Many hands-on activities will enhance this study.  Continue to practice 

those math facts for fluency!  On a happy note, we have a few more MATH MASTERS in third 

grade!  YAY for us! 

Homework routines will be back in practice.  Therefore, for a smooth transition back please 

check your child’s agenda nightly and make sure they are putting their required 

assignments in their backpacks.  Please remind them that they can and are responsible for 

turning assignments in on time.  Happy New Year and many thanks for your support! 



 
 

 
            
 

Grade 4 

 
Fourth Grade would like to thank all of the families for a successful end to our calendar year. 

The students enjoyed traveling around the Northeast Region learning about climate, natural 

hazards and plant and animal adaptations. We are traveling to the Southeast Region when we 

return from vacation. Like many states in the southern region weather can be unpredictable. 

Please send your children to school in clothes appropriate for outdoor recess. We go outside until 

it's below 20 degrees with the wind chill. We also encourage a fleece or sweatshirt for indoors so 

if they get chilly they don't need to wear their jackets. We wish all of our DES families a very 

Happy New Year.  

 



Chorus                      
 

 

The DES Chorus will begin its second session on Thursday, January 12th. All 3rd and 4th Grade 

students are welcome to join. Rehearsals will be from 8:00-8:45 every Thursday morning.  

The 4th Grade students will be learning how to play guitar in music class during January and 

February. I have guitars that the students can use in class, but students are also welcome to bring 

their own guitar from home if they have one. 

 I hope everyone had a wonderful and joyous Holiday! 

 

Computer                                                                      
 
Kindergarten 

Students will be starting a unit on Coding. They will learn about the importance of coding in our 

daily lives, new vocabulary like algorithms, and even play with creating their own code. Students 

will be taking their Mid Star assessments. 

1st graders 

Students have started coding, so the month of January they will be continuing working with how 

to code and get the computer to do something they want it to do. Students will also be taking 

their mid star assessments. 

2nd Grades 

Students will be starting a unit on Google Drive/Docs. They will learn all about Google drive 

and the value it has for students. They will learn how to create and put a Google document in 

proper style plus play with formatting and images. Students will also be taking their mid star 

assessments. 

3rd Graders 

Students have already starting working and reviewing the skills they learned last year with 

Google Drive/Docs. They will be creating a Journal file which they will use to do some writing 

with me and possibly with their classroom teacher. Students will also be taking their mid star 

assessments. 

4th graders 



Students will be learning how to look up and find facts on natural disasters using Wikipedia. 

They will learn how to paraphrase and write their facts on paper. They will also be reviewing 

Google Slides in creating an end product of their natural disaster facts. Students will also be 

taking their mid star assessments. 
 

 

 
 

                                                             

PTO        

Questions? Ask us at dightonpto@drregional.org or visit us on Facebook at Dighton PTO 

Please check out the new Dighton’s PTO Website at www. DightonPTO.org. It is a great 

website!! They also have a Facebook page. Please “like” it and get updates. 

We have a phenomenal PTO that supports us in so many ways. Please support our PTO by 

attending meetings, volunteering for events, or providing some time and ideas. When you 

support them, you support our school!! 

DATES FOR 2016-2017 

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION MEETINGS 

All meetings are held in the DES library at 7pm.  Everyone is welcome! 

Agendas will be posted prior to each meeting on their website.  

 

January 5, 2017  7:00PM (**Thursday**) 

February 7, 2017  7:00PM 

March 7, 2017  7:00PM 

April 4, 2017  7:00PM 

May 2, 2017  7:00PM 

mailto:dightonpto@drregional.org


Health and Food                                        
 

Please dress your child appropriately for the weather. The children go outside down to 20 

degrees, unless the wind chill makes the temperature go below 20 degrees. 

 

 

Ideas for Parents: Non-food Ideas for Birthday Celebrations at 

School   
 

We all know that birthdays are important to every child and that kids like to celebrate with their 

classmates. However, sending in a food treat to the classroom to celebrate can exclude those 

children who have food allergies, diabetes or other dietary restrictions. According to the Centers 

for Disease Control (2011), allergies have increased more than 20% among American children 

since the mid 1990’s. 

 

If you would like an alternative to food treats for your child’s birthday celebration at school, 

below are some suggestions compiled by Megan Palovchik, parent of a student with food 

allergies at Hilliard Crossing Elementary School, Hilliard Ohio. Please check with your child's 

teacher about an option before you decide on it. 

 

1. Party favors (bouncy balls, matchbox cars, erasers, tops, magnifying glasses, notepads, 

balloons, whistles, bubbles, etc.). You can get these at a party supply store, dollar store, dollar 

shelves at stores like Target and Michaels and catalogs like Oriental Trading Company. 

 

2. Come into the classroom and read a book to the class. 

 

3. Buy something for the classroom (books, games, music, class pet such as fish or turtle, plant, 

etc.). 

 

4. Decorate a box and send it into the classroom. Also send index cards or smaller pieces of 

paper. Have the teacher ask each child to use one sentence to write something nice about the 

birthday kid and put it into the box. The birthday kid gets to take the box home at the end of the 

day. You could also do the same thing using an autograph book. 

 

5. Send in supplies and directions for a craft for the kids to do instead of eating a snack. It is a 

bonus if the parent comes in to help with the craft. 

 

6. Bring in something that all the kids can sign as a birthday treat for the birthday kid 

(shirt/sweatshirt, tote bag, autograph stuffed animal, pillow case, etc.). 

 

7. Have the kids work on a quick community service project together. There are many websites 

with great ideas (examples: http://www.kidactivities.net/post/Community-Service-Ideas-for-

Kids.aspx).  One idea would be to have each kid write a letter to someone in the military serving 

overseas. You could also provide supplies for the kids to make things to donate to a charity.  

 

 



8. Ask the teacher if you can send in a dance song, and have the whole class do the hokey pokey, 

the chicken dance, or the booty slide, whatever is your child’s favorite! Invite the nurse or 

principal! 

   

 


