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   PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dr. Paula Manchester						      			Ashley Fullen
Principal							                             Assistant Principal
 
 April 4, 2017
Happy April!! Even though we only have 14 school days in the month April, we have a packed filled schedule ahead of us. This month our 3rd and 4th graders will be taking their ELA MCAS on computers, and our PTO will be heading up our Book Fair during the last week of April.  
April is Autism Awareness Month. This gives us the opportunity to educate ourselves and share some information with you. Stand with us and help us break down the barrier and stigmas attached to autism. 
Our fourth grade sleepover was a success. Pictures have been shared on classroom websites. Tomorrow we have Cookie and a Book Night for our K-2 families. Classroom field trip information will be shared over the next few weeks. Enjoy our first full month of spring.   
Yesterday, during a PBIS assembly, our students sent positive messages to our 3rd and 4th graders who began taking MCAS today. Our Growth Mindset messages were exactly what our students needed before taking the test. We look forward to sharing Growth Mindset with our families. Here are some examples of some growth mindset messages we like to share with our students. 
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Dighton Elementary Gives Back
Math-A-Thon

Every grade has been introduced to the Math-a-Thon. Permission slips have gone out and many students have received their booklets. Grade 2 students are getting the grade 3 booklet to do because the grade 2 booklets have not yet arrived. When the new booklets for grade 2 come in, Mrs. Curtis will have them available. 
The math is supposed to be fun work to do. Feel free to help your child complete the booklet! I do not need the booklets back. Money will be due April 28th (the last school day in April).

Thank you for your support. St. Jude appreciates all the money we donate each year! I'd love to reach our goal of $6,000.00 this year!
This month’s popcorn collection will be going to The Parkinson's Place. 
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April 4th-May 26th- ELA and Math MCAS for grades 3 & 4
April 5th- K-2 Cookie and Book Night
April 14th-21st- Spring Vacation
April 24th-April 28th- Book Fair
May 29th- Memorial Day- No School
June 8th- End of Year Chorus Concert and Spotlight Night
June 20th-Grade 4 Duck Tour Field Trip	

MCAS DATES
	



ELA
3rd Grade- April 4th, 6th, and 7th
4th Grade – April 5th, 11th, and 12th
ELA Makeup - April 13th April 24th
MATH
3rd Grade – May 18th and May 23rd
4th Grade- May 22nd May 24th
Math Makeup- May 25th and May 26th

MCAS 
Our school is administering the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) Reading and Math test to third and fourth graders. This year, students will be taking Computer Based Testing (CBT) which only means it will be taken on the computer instead of paper and pencil. 
The MCAS results are important and do provide us with data as we continue to set goals and focus areas here at our school.  However, we do know that it is only one snap shot of what our students know or are able to do. We are very proud of all of our students here at DES and we know that they are bright, kind, creative, and talented individuals. Our goal is always to provide them with the environment to be the best they can be. We continue to want to make this experience as stress free as possible for them. You can help at home by making sure your child:
· Comes to school on time
· Gets plenty of sleep
· Eats a nourishing breakfast
· Knows you believe he/she will do his/her best on the test
I would like to thank all of our students and teachers who have been working hard on preparing for the new CPT. We continue to be fortunate to have the caliber of teaching staff and families that provide our students the needed foundation to be successful.               			
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Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or myself whenever you have questions. Your child’s teacher, however, should be your first contact to address any specific questions or concerns you may have as they may have the information you need. If they are not able to answer your question, feel free to contact me or Mrs. Fullen. Our goal is to ensure good communication between school and home. I will be sending out my monthly newsletter via email every month. We also use email frequently to communicate any information you may need. You can contact any of the staff here at Dighton Elementary School (DES) by using their first initial and their last name followed by @drregional.org. For example, my email is pmanchester@dregional.org

Here are the direct extensions to some of our support staff. Once you dial 508-669-4245 dial the extension:

Nancy Peixoto, Special Education Secretary 1107
Allison Alberto (School Nurse) 1103
Laurie Silvia (School Adjustment Counselor) 1236
Lou Kulpa (School Psychologist/Sped Coordinator) 1207
Lunch 
Please keep lunch accounts updated. Please contact the office if you need assistance setting up your account. If you have not already done so, please ask the office for a form to apply for free or reduced lunch. 
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Mylan Recall on Select EpiPen Lots

[image: Image result for epi pens]
Mylan is recalling 13 lots of Epi Pens after a defect in an injector was found.  The recall impacts certain lots of the 0.3mg and 0.15mg strength of EpiPen Auto-Injectros.  
Below is a link with affected lot # and contact information for a replacement EpiPen.  
http://www.mylan.com/en/epipenrecall 
ALL EPI PENS KEPT AT SCHOOL HAVE BEEN CHECKED AND WERE NOT FOUND TO BE IMPACTED BY THIS RECALL.  
For additional information please contact Mylan Customer Relations at 800-796-9526 or customer.service@mylan.com
[image: http://www.connecticutchildrens.org/kidshealth/assets/image/ial/images/1205/1205_image.gif]
Please see fact sheet from the CDC for additional information. 
http://www.cdc.gov/lyme/resources/toolkit/factsheets/10_508_Lyme%20disease_Outdoorworkers_FACTSheet.pdf

DISMISSALS:   

Thank you for supporting our dismissal procedure. A friendly reminder to send in a note if you are picking up your child and do not want them to take the bus. Phone calls for requests for dismissal changes should only be used for emergencies. Requests will not be taken after 2:00 p.m. Classroom instruction will not be interrupted to let your child know in advance that he/she will be picked up. 

If you are sending in a note for dismissal, please make sure your child’s full name and classroom are indicated. 
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Kindergarten	

Spring is in the air throughout Kindergarten! The kindergarten students will be having an egg-cellent time at our Kindergarten Easter Egg Hunt on April 13th. The kindergarten will be celebrating the Qu Wedding on April 13th as well! Please see individual classroom information for details on this special event. Kindergarten students will also have a special visit from DRRHS students.  The high school students will visit during the month of April, read the story The Lorax by Dr. Seuss, and do an activity related to the story.
 	
As the month progresses K students will be working on Student Treasure Books. These books are a great addition to your home library and a wonderful keepsake. Each student gets a page in his or her classroom book, in which he or she is the author and illustrator. Student Treasure Books get published and bound in hardcover. Order forms for the books will be going home shortly.
 	
Spring topics such as animals, planting, life cycles, and warmer weather will be explored throughout April in Kindergarten.  Students will be discussing recycling, nature, growing, and Earth Day.  Classes will be involved in activities to benefit the environment such as creating bird feeders, planting flower/vegetable seeds, and spring cleaning our playground/and classroom.  April is definitely looking bright in Kindergarten!
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Grade 1       
     
March was out of this world in first grade, literally!  In March we explored Earth’s place in our Universe.  We observed and read about patterns of the sun, moon, and stars to determine how they affect day and night as well as seasons of the year.  This was the focus for much of our reading and writing in the month of March.   We practiced accessing non-fiction text to gather information and answer comprehension questions.  We reinforced features of non-fiction text.   We continued to practice two column notes as a means of organizing information for informational writing.  In April we will move on to Living Things with a focus on plants, and how they adapt to their environment.  From here we will move on to a study of animal adaptations.  

We continued to write narratives as well.  We used mentor texts to notice what good writers do, and practiced using a “slamming start” (a topic sentence to lure a reader!).  We will continue expanding all writing to include good supporting details and attention to upper case letters, spaces, and end marks.

Math has centered on comparing larger numbers, including adding ten to a number. In April we will practice adding and subtracting tens, as well as making groups of ten as a strategy for adding.  Please continue to work with your child on fluently knowing math facts.  All children should be able to add numbers to ten fluently (quickly and "without really thinking about it".   Happy Spring!
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The second graders are working hard. They have all finished a detailed unit on folktales and fairytales. The students really enjoyed using puppets to show what they had learned about the tales they read. The students are also working hard in math. Time and money are our next units of study. Extra help and practice at home would be great!  Even though the students have all finished math work with addition and subtraction, they also need to continue to work on memorizing their basic math facts.
We are beginning to work on an author study with all the students. We hope they find this unit and fun and interesting as the last unit!
Keep your second grader reading at home! We are seeing great growth in reading overall and are very proud of them!

Grade 3    
Third graders keep up the daily practice of your math facts!  It is important to be fluent in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts when preparing and looking ahead to 4th grade.  Xtra math, math fact cards, and practicing aloud with a partner will assist in this goal.
Just a reminder that the third graders will be taking the ELA portion of the MCAS test on April 4th, April 6th and April 7th. By working together, we can make your child’s test experience positive and successful. Here are some suggestions you can do to help your child succeed:
o   Make sure your child gets a good night’s rest
o   Have your child eat a healthy, protein filled breakfast
o   Make sure your child arrives at school on time
o   GENTLY encourage your child to do their best
Also, we are asking all parents to write their child an encouraging note and return it to their classroom teacher in a sealed envelope ASAP. SHHHH lets keep it a secret!
Grade 4

In ELA, all of 4th Grade has been focusing on a Poetry Unit called Images and Metaphors.  In addition, two of the classes have started our baseball unit, "Negro League Baseball" using the book We are the Ship by Kadir Nelson while the other two classes are working on "Book Clubs", or Literature Circles. The classes look forward to switching these to activities around the end of April. Writing has been a big focus in each of the rooms, too, especially narrative.  In Math, we finished up our Multiplying Fractions Topic and are working on Line Plots and Data. In Science, children are working in groups to construct a windmill. Students are encouraged to bring in items they think may help them with their creation.  In Social Studies we are continuing our road trip around the United States and will be traveling to the Southwest Region. 


Please be aware of the following April MCAS dates:  Wednesday April 5th, Tuesday April 11th and Wednesday April 12th. It is especially important for your child to get a good night's rest, have a healthy breakfast, and come to school on time on these days.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

Coming up on Monday, April 25th is 4th Grade's Annual Kite Day!  Volunteers with current CORI checks are welcome in the cafeteria at 8:45am.  This is a rain or shine event. A calendar was sent home recently with all of the students outlining our upcoming 4th grade festivities. Here's to a warm and happy Spring for all of our 4th grade families at DES!
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We've been exploring interactive music learning games in music class. 

Have fun at home with the fantastic array of activities at: pbskids.org/games/music/
Check out "What Sounds Like What?" and see if you can identify one, two, or even three different instruments playing at the same time.
Go to "The Magical Lyrical Solarium" and create your own songs.
Create your own music and test your listening skills at: creatingmusic.com.
Go to the "Hearing Music" section and test your skills with the "Pitch Game," the "Comparing Game," and the "Pitch & Rhythm Game."
                                                          
Library

Hooray! April is National School Library Month.  This year’s theme is Because School Libraries Empower Students.  In celebration of School Library Month, here is a look at how the Library Media curriculum supports the focus areas of DES:
Student Achievement – Numerous research studies link high standardized test scores with schools that employ a certified librarian.  Not only does the library foster greater independent reading that leads to better reading skills, Mrs. Grabke also enforces critical thinking and learning skills that help students complete academic tasks. Recently Mrs. Grabke showed 3rd graders how to skim an encyclopedia article to find facts while 4th graders were taught to use photos in books as clues to where they might find more information on a topic.
Technology – Mrs. Grabke teaches students many of the programs purchased by our school, including Accelerated Reading and Razz Kids, as well as programs offered by belonging to the Mass. Library System and SAILS – such as Britannica Online and Tumblebooks.  Students are given an opportunity to explore author websites, the Library of Congress website, and various research sites, such as Fact Monster.  Mrs. Grabke also collaborates with Mr. Badger, our technology teacher, in teaching internet searching, avoiding plagiarism and other topics.
Teaching and Professional Development – Mrs. Grabke supports classroom teachers by providing collections of books and collaborating with teachers on research projects and lessons.  Some of the books provided for teachers this month include tree books for kindergarten, author study books for first grade, fairy tales for second grade, biographies for third grade and ELA books for fourth grade.  Students in fourth grade are currently working on a National Parks research project that is a collaboration among between Mrs. Grabke, Mr. Badger, Ms. Rubano and the fourth grade team. 
Safety – Libraries support intellectual freedom by allowing students to explore stories and subjects that interest them.  In Library, students can feel safe to learn and explore a wide variety of special interests. In Library, everybody’s opinion is valued and respected so students feel secure expressing and expanding on ideas and concepts, furthering their understanding of themselves and the world around them.  In Library, we supplement school curriculum with lessons on literature and information from other cultures so that students learn to respect and accept others.  Literature is often used to enhance the building of good character, as we explore themes that include stranger danger, anti-bullying and self-esteem.
For more information on School Library Month, please visit http://www.ala.org/aasl/slm.  

Computers

Kindergarten
Students will be finishing up a unit using the keyboard. The students will start to use their Google Drive accounts. They will also learn how to use Google Draw.
1st Grade
Classes are still working on a Google Docs unit. They will be finishing up some additional sills like adding formatting and bullets within their documents. At the end of month to the beginning of May, the first graders will do some research. 
2nd Grade
Students are starting a new Dighton Zoo project. They will be doing research on an animal they would like to be added to this new zoo (pretend). They will be using online resources to gather and collect facts. They will then need to create a Google Slide to showcase their animal facts.
3rd Grade
Students will be taking MCAS CBT during this month on a few days. Students will also be doing some research on Revolutionary War Heroes. They will be learning how to use online encyclopedias and how to collect and gather what you need for research. They will also be learning if a resource is relevant to their research.
4th grade
Students have started their final end of year National State Park projects. They have been put into partner groups. The task is to find facts using specific online resources and nonfiction books that they will need to create a final Google Slides product.

Physical Education

The group of 4th grader(Photo) and 3rd graders (Video) who have been working very hard at the jump rope challenge....Bottom left Aiden M jumped rope over 1,000 times today along with a 3rd grader Connor D.  Connor is wearing a blue and green shirt in the video......AMAZING

https://drive.google.com/a/drregional.org/file/d/0B2vhru8ygWXXSGdBYXNBODNySDQ/view?usp=drive_web
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PTO   
 
Dighton PTO
Questions? Ask us at dightonpto@drregional.org or visit us on Facebook at Dighton PTO
Please check out the new Dighton’s PTO Website at www. DightonPTO.org. It is a great website!! They also have a Facebook page. Please “like” it and get updates.
We have a phenomenal PTO that supports us in so many ways. Please support our PTO by attending meetings, volunteering for events, or providing some time and ideas. When you support them, you support our school!!
DATES FOR 2016-2017
PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION MEETINGS
All meetings are held in the DES library at 7pm.  Everyone is welcome!
Agendas will be posted prior to each meeting on their website. 

April 4, 2017  7:00PM
May 2, 2017  7:00PM
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I’'m not good at this

What am | missing?

| give up

I'll use a different strategy

It’s good enough

Is this really my best work?|

| can’t make this any better

| can always improve

This is too hard

This may take some time

| made a mistake

Mistakes help me to learn

| just can’t do this

| am going to train my brain

I'll never be that smart

| will learn how to do this

Plan A didn’t work

There’s always Plan B

My friend can do it

| will learn from them
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Tick Bites

While most ik bites are harmless and Gon't require medical treatment, some ticks
like the deer tick, wood tck, and others) can carry harmiful germs and cause
diseases ke Rocky Mountain spatted fever and Lyme disease. The deer tick istiny,
0 larger than a pencil point. Other icks are larger and easier o fnd on the skn.

Sl snd e aumant
Tick-Related Diseases:

= red bump ringed by an expanding red rash, which looks ke a bull's-eye
(Lyme disease)

« red dots on the ankles and wrists (Rocky Mountain spotted fever)

« fu-Tike symptoms such as fever, headache, fatiue, vomiting, and muscle

and joint aches
What to Do:
If the tick is still attached to the skin, remove
« Using fine-ipped tweezers, grasp  zip-locked bag Land save it o show the
e Head of he tck close toth skin. doctr i your chid bcomes
« Femly and teadilypul the ik » Do not use petraleu ely or a hat

straight outof the skin. Do not twist  mateh to kill and remove the tick.
the tick or rock it from side toside+ Wash your hands and the ste of th bite
while removing with s0ap and war.

« Put thetick ina sealed container or + Suab the skin with lcohal.

Seek Medical Care

= The tick might have been on the « The bite area looks inected (increasing
ki for more than 24 hous. redness, warmth, swelling, pai, or

« Part ofthetick remains inthe skin~ 00zing pus).
after atempted remoal. « Symptoms like fever, headache, fatigue,

« A rash of any kind develops chills, tiff neck or back, or muscle
(especially ared-ringed bull's-eye or joint aches develop.

ash o red dots on wrists and ankles).

Think Prevention!

« After kids play outside, check their skin and har — especialy the scalp, behind the
ears, the neck, and under the arms.

« When playing in wooded areas, children should wear long-sieeved shirts and pants
‘and tuck pant legs into their soks.

« Use an insect repelant with at least 10% 0 30% DEET for protection against
bug bites and stings i kids older than 2 years, always carefullyfollowing the
directions for appication.

« Avoid tck-infested areas.
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